Summary of Caregiver Legislation in 111th Congress

Updated December 1, 2009
Information on bills pending in Congress related to family caregiving is presented below in the following categories: Respite; Tax; Social Security/Medicare/Medicaid Enhancements; Family Leave Enhancements; Health Care Reform; and Other Legislation.

	Bill Number & Title
	Sponsors
	Status

	Respite

	H.R. 519 
Elder Caregiver Support and Information Enhancement Act of 2009


	Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY)
6 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce on January 14, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers: Amends the Older Americans Act of 1965 to authorize additional appropriations for FY2010-FY2012 for the family caregiver support program.  Authorizes appropriations for FY2010-2012 for the National Clearinghouse for Long-Term Care Information.

	
	
	

	S. 543

Veteran and Servicemember Caregiver Support Act of 2009
	Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL)
14 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on March 6, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Require a pilot program on training, certification, and support for family caregivers of seriously disabled veterans and members of the Armed Forces to provide caregiver services to such veterans and members, and for other purposes.

	

	S. 697/H.R. 1721

Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) Act


	Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-NY)

6 Cosponsors

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ)

22 Cosponsors
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance on March 25, 2009.  Provisions inserted into HELP’s Affordable Health Choices Act and the merged Senate health care reform legislation.
Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on Ways and Means, Rules, and the Budget, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amend the Public Health Service Act to help individuals with functional impairments and their families pay for services and supports that they need to maximize their functionality and independence and have choices about community participation, education, and employment, and for other purposes.


	

	H.R. 3040

Senior Financial Empowerment Act of 2009
	Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)

14 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and the Committee on Energy and Commerce on June 25, 2009.


	How this helps family caregivers:  Requires the Federal Trade Commission (FTC): (1) to disseminate to seniors and their families and caregivers information on mail, telemarketing, and Internet fraud targeting seniors, including on ways of referring complaints to appropriate law enforcement agencies; (2) in response to a request about a particular entity or individual, to provide publicly available information on any record of civil or criminal law enforcement action for such fraud; and (3) to maintain a website as a resource for such individuals on those kinds of fraud.

	Tax Legislation

	H.R. 1192

Alzheimer’s Family Assistance Act of 2009


	Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX)

1 Cosponsor
	Referred to House Committee on Ways and Means on February 25, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers: Amends the Internal Revenue Code to: (1) allow a phased-in tax credit ($2,000 in 2009 increasing by $500 each year until allowing $3,500 in 2012 and thereafter) for family caregivers of spouses and dependents who have long-term care needs; (2) allow a tax deduction for long-term care insurance premiums; and (3) apply certain consumer protection standards to long-term care insurance contracts.

	

	H.R. 901/S. 1624
Medical Bankruptcy Fairness Act
	Rep. Carol Shea-Porter (D-NH)

4 Cosponsors

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI)

5 Cosponsors


	Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary on February 4, 2009.
Referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. Committee consideration to be held December 3, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  To amend title 11 of the United States Code to provide protection for medical debt homeowners, to restore bankruptcy protections for individuals experiencing economic distress as caregivers to ill or disabled family members, and to exempt from means testing debtors whose financial problems were caused by serious medical problems.

	

	S. 1604 

Americans Giving care to Elders (AGE) Act of 2009
	Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)

1 Cosponsor
	Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance on August 6, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends the Internal Revenue Code to allow caregivers a tax credit for up to $6,000 of the eldercare expenses incurred for their parents (or ancestors of such parents).  Amends the Older Americans Act of 1965 to: (1) increase funding for the National Family Caregiver Support Program through FY2013; and (2) establish a National Resource Center on Family Caregiving to provide information on and support for family caregiver support programs. 

	Social Security/Medicare/Medicaid Enhancements

	S. 245/H.R. 468

Retooling the Health Care Workforce for an Aging America Act of 2009
	Sen. Herb Kohl (D-WI)
7 Cosponsors

Rep. Janice Schakowsky (D-IL)
11 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on January 13, 2009.
Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Education and Labor on January 13, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends the Public Health Service Act to require the Secretary of Health and Human Services to expand training for health professionals in the fields of geriatrics, long-term care, and chronic care management.  Amends the Older Americans Act of 1965 to require the Assistant Secretary for Aging to: (1) develop family caregiver training materials; and (2) provide for the establishment and operation of a National Resource Center on Volunteers, Students, and Seniors to promote partnerships between entities in the aging network and institutions of higher education and secondary schools, and to encourage projects that involve underserved communities.  Provides for the development of information and referral protocols for family caregivers of Medicare beneficiaries.  Amends title XIX (Medicaid) of the Social Security Act to provide for coverage of assessments of family caregiver support needs.

	

	H.R. 769
Social Security Caregiver Credit Act of 2009
	Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY)
1 Cosponsor

	Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means on January 28, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends title II (Old Age, Survivors and Disability Insurance) (OASDI) of the Social Security Act with respect to determining entitlement to and the amount of any monthly benefit, including any lump-sum death payment, payable under OASDI on the basis of the wages and self-employment income of any individual. Deems such an individual to have been paid a wage (according to a specified formula) during each month during which the individual was engaged for at least 80 hours in providing care to a dependent relative without monetary compensation for up to five years of such service. Makes this Act inapplicable in the case of any monthly benefit or lump-sum death payment if a larger benefit or payment would be payable without its application.

	

	H.R. 1457
Geriatrics Loan Forgiveness Act of 2009
	Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)
8 Cosponsors
	Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on March 12, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends the Public Health Service Act to deem certain geriatric health training to be obligated service for purposes of the National Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Program, and for other purposes.

	S. 434
Empowered at Home Act of 2009
	Sen. John Kerry (D-MA)
3 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Finance on February 13, 2009. 

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amend title XIX of the Social Security Act to improve the State plan amendment option for providing home and community-based services under the Medicaid program, and for other purposes.  Family members or spouses who act as caregivers would receive tax breaks that could promote the purchase of “meaningful private long-term care insurance” and states would have access to grants to help improve the quality of home and community-based services.

	

	S. 683/ H.R. 1670

Community Choice Act
	Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA)
26 Cosponsors

Rep. Danny Davis (D-IL)

19 Cosponsors
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance on March 24, 2009.
Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on March 23, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends title XIX of the Social Security Act to provide individuals with disabilities and older Americans with equal access to community-based attendant services and supports, and for other purposes.

	

	S. 1251/H.R. 3172

Senior Navigation and Planning Act of 2009
	Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA)

Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)

1 Cosponsor
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance on June 11, 2009.
Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and Means on July 10, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends titles XVIII (Medicare) and XIX (Medicaid) of the Social Security Act (SSA) to provide for Medicare and Medicaid coverage of advanced illness care management services.  Directs the Secretary to conduct a pilot program under Medicare to test the use of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services discharge checklist.  Directs the Secretary to establish or designate an Office on Medicare/Medicaid Integration.

	

	H.R. 2307/S. 1004
Reaching Elders with Assessment and Chronic Care Management and Coordination Act
	Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-AR)

2 Cosponsors

Rep. Gene Green (D-TX)

1 Cosponsor
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance on May 7, 2009.
Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and Means on May 7, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to provide for Medicare part B (Supplementary Medical Insurance) coverage of geriatric assessments and chronic care management and coordination services.  Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to conduct outreach activities to inform likely eligible individuals of such assessments and services.   Authorizes Medicare coverage for telehealth services to furnish such assessments and services.  Directs the Secretary to contract for a study and report to Congress and the Secretary on: (1) the effectiveness of such coverage in improving the quality of care provided to Medicare beneficiaries with chronic conditions; and (2) the impact of such assessments and services on reducing Medicare expenditures.

	

	S. 1131/H.R. 2560
Independence at Home Act of 2009
	Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR)

11 Cosponsors

Rep. Edward Markey (D-MA)

29 Cosponsors


	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance on May 21, 2009.
Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.  Provisions inserted in both Senate and House health care reform legislation.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to establish a voluntary Independence at Home chronic care coordination demonstration project under the Medicare fee-for-service program for high cost Medicare beneficiaries with multiple conditions

	

	H.R. 2773/S. 1295

Medicare Transitional Care Act of 2009
	Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

5 Cosponsors

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)

13 Cosponsors


	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance on June 18, 2009.

Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and Means on June 9, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends title XVIII of the Social Security Act to cover transitional care services under Medicare part B (Supplementary Medical Insurance) of benefits for transitional care services for qualified individuals following discharge from a hospital or critical access hospital.


	Family Leave Enhancements

	H.R.824
Family and Medical Leave Enhancement Act of 2009
	Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
13 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections, and in addition to the Committees on Oversight and Government Reform, and House Administration on February 3, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 and title 5, United States Code, to allow employees to take, as additional leave, parental involvement leave to participate in or attend their children's and grandchildren's educational and extracurricular activities, and to clarify that leave may be taken for routine family medical needs and to assist elderly relatives, and for other purposes.

	

	H.R. 1723

Family Leave Insurance Act of 2009
	Rep. Pete Stark (D-CA)

35 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and in addition to the Committees on Oversight and Government Reform, and Ways and Means on March 25, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Authorizes the Secretary of Labor to: (1) contract with a state to establish a state Family and Medical Insurance Program to provide specified leave benefits, or expand a pre-existing state program; or (2) at a governor's request enter an interagency agreement with the Commissioner of the Social Security Administration to establish a state Family and Medical Insurance Program.  Entitles eligible employees to Program benefits that include specified percentages of their daily earnings for 12 workweeks of leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 during any 12-month period.

	

	S. 1152/ H.R. 2460

Healthy Families Act

	Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA)

23 Cosponsors

Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)

119 Cosponsors


	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on May 21, 2009.

Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and in addition to the Committees on Oversight and Government Reform, and House Administration on May 18, 2009.

	Health Care Reform

	H.R. 3962
Affordable Health Care for America Act
	Rep. John Dingell (D-MI)
6 Cosponsors
	Passed the House on November 7, by a vote of 220 – 217.  Received in the Senate.

	How this helps family caregivers:  
· Increases access to affordable health insurance coverage,

· Prohibits pre-existing condition exclusions,

· Prohibits insurance companies from rescinding insurance policies except in instances of fraud,

· Improves mental health coverage parity,

· Provides for establishment of a minimum standard for offered benefits, 

· Improves consumer protection with insurance companies, including grievance and appeals mechanism and transparency and disclosure requirements,

· Establishes an Accountable Care Organization Pilot Program that can utilize patient-centered processes of care, including those that emphasize patient and caregiver involvement in planning and monitoring of on going care management plan.

· Provides for a 5-year medical home pilot program, and the medical home is required to provide support for family caregivers

· Provides for a medical home pilot program in SCHIP for medically fragile children, the model is required to provide continuous involvement and education to the parent or caregiver, 
· Expands Medicaid to require coverage for disabled adults under age 65 with income at or below 133% of the federal poverty level ($29,300 per year for a family of 4).

	

	H.R. 3590* 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

*House bill is used as a vehicle for merged Senate health care reform legislation released by Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV).
	Rep. Charles B. Rangel (D-NY); 40 Cosponsors
	Senate voted to invoke cloture on the motion to proceed to the legislation by a vote of 60-39 on November 19, 2009.  Senate resumes consideration of the bill on November 30, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:

· The bill establishes a new national voluntary insurance program for long-term care, known as the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) Act. The program would collect monthly insurance premiums on a voluntary basis with a five year period of vesting required. The insurance program would provide cash benefit of at least $50 a day to permit individuals to purchase community living assistance services, such as transportation services, personal care services to permit individuals to work or live independently in the community. HHS will develop an actuarially sound benefit plan that will ensure a 75 year solvency plan. 

· Creates a new optional Medicaid benefit is created through which states may offer community-based attendant services and supports to Medicaid beneficiaries with disabilities who would otherwise require care in a hospital, skilled nursing facility, or intermediate care facility. 
· Removes barriers to providing Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) by giving states more options to provide more types of HCBS to assist individuals with high levels of needs. It also provides additional protections for recipients of home and community-based services against spousal impoverishment. 

· Gives states the option of enrolling Medicaid beneficiaries with chronic health conditions into a health home. Health homes would be composed of a team of health professionals who would meet frequently to monitor and evaluate the health needs of the beneficiary with several chronic care conditions.

· Requires Medicare to pay for annual wellness coverage and personalized disease prevention plan for Medicare beneficiaries.

· Creates a new demonstration program for chronically ill Medicare beneficiaries to test new Medicare payment and service delivery where physician and nurse practitioners directs a home-based primary care team to work with the patient and family caregiver to produce better health outcomes and prevent hospitalization.

· Creates a new community-based care transition programs for Medicare beneficiaries at high-risk of hospitalization readmission. The models may vary and will promote communications and evaluate patient and caregiver needs to reduce necessity of hospital readmissions. 

· Creates a program to establish and fund community-health teams to support the development of medical homes by increasing access to comprehensive, community based, coordinated care. The bill also incorporates a new program to help Medicare beneficiaries with chronic conditions manage their medications with the help of local health providers. 

· Requires drug manufacturers to provide a 50 percent discount to Part D beneficiaries for brand-name drugs and biologics beginning July1, 2010. The initial coverage limit in the standard Part D benefit will be expanded by $500 for 2010.

· Beginning in 2014, all children, parents, and childless adults who are not entitled to Medicare and who have family incomes of up 133 percent of poverty ($29,237 for a family of four) will become eligible for Medicaid. 

· Beginning in 2014 the Center for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) will award grants to states to provide incentives for Medicaid beneficiaries to participate in programs to promote healthy lifestyles, such as helping individuals lower cholesterol/blood pressure, lose weight, quit smoking, manage or prevent diabetes. 



	· Strengthens community-based wellness programs aimed at the pre-Medicare population age 50-64 to evaluate chronic disease risk factors, and conduct public health interventions. Pilot programs would be created to screen, evaluate, and treat pre-Medicare population to screen for health problems and promote health. CMS would then conduct an evaluation of these programs. 

· Requires HHS to establish a nationwide program for national and state background checks on direct care workers.

· Requires HHS and the Department of Labor and Justice Department to provide greater protections to individuals living in nursing homes through the “Elder Justice Act.

· Health Insurance Changes: 
• Prohibits all plans from establishing lifetime or annual limits on dollar value of benefits.
• Prohibits all plans from rescinding coverage except in cases of fraud.
• Requires all plans to cover, without any cost-sharing to consumers, preventive services and immunizations, recommended by government. 
• Requires all plans to offer dependent health coverage until age 26.
• Requires insurance carriers to use easy to understand language and outline coverage options using a simple and standard format so that consumers can make “apples-to-apples” comparisons when looking at different insurance options. 
• Requires insurers to make the appeals process more consumers friendly.
• Provides $5 billion to enact an immediate insurance program to provide financial aid to individuals who have been denied insurance coverage because of pre-existing condition. This is a temporary program designed to terminate when insurance exchanges are operational in 2014. 
• Beginning 2014, new rules will end medical underwriting and pre-existing conditions exclusions. Insurers will be prohibited from denying coverage or setting rates based on health status, medical condition, claims experience, genetic information, or any other health related factor. Premiums can only vary based on family size, geography, and by age (but not more than three to one).

	

	S. 1679
Affordable Health Choices Act
	Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA)
	Approved by the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions on July 17, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  

· Requires all individuals to have health insurance;

· Requires guarantee issue, premium rating, and prohibitions on pre-existing condition exclusions in the individual and small group insurance markets;

· Creates a health care benefits package that that must be equal to the scope of benefits provided by a typical employer plan.

· Expands Medicaid to all individuals (children, pregnant women, parents, and adults without dependent children) with incomes up to 150% of the federal poverty level

· Establishes a national, voluntary insurance program for purchasing community living assistance services and supports (CLASS program), similar to a long-term care insurance program;

· Establishes a patient safety research center to provide for the funding of the activities of organizations with recognized expertise and excellence in improving the delivery of health care services by involving caregivers and families;

· Authorizes grants to establish community health teams to support a medical home model that includes caregivers; and
· Provides funds to geriatric education centers that offer at least 2 courses each year to family caregivers to provide practical training for supporting frail elders and individuals with disabilities.  All family caregiver training programs shall include instruction on the management of psychological and behavioral aspects of dementia, communication techniques for working with individuals who have dementia, and the appropriate, safe, and effective use of medications for older adults.

	

	S. 1796
America’s Healthy Future Act
	Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT)
	Approved by the Committee on Finance on October 13, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:
· Creates non-profit, member-run health insurance co-ops;

· Creates four benefit categories ranging from coverage of around 65% of medical costs to about 90%. All plans offered to individuals would have to cover basic benefits, including primary care, hospitalization and prescription drugs;
· Requires all individuals to obtain health insurance;
· No denial of coverage based on pre-existing conditions;
· Expands Medicaid to all individuals with incomes up to 133% of the federal poverty level;
· Authorizes Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) that must demonstrate that they meet patient-centeredness criteria, such as use of patient and caregiver assessments or the use of individualized care plans;
· Establishes a Medicare pilot program, the Community Care Transitions Program, which include services such as arrangement of timely follow-up in order to educate patient and/or caregiver about health symptoms that indicate a worsening condition and how to respond; and
· Creates a Center for Innovation requires the Center to consult with MedPAC, health professionals, and representatives of patients and caregivers.  The Center would be required to conduct an evaluation of each model, which includes an analysis of the extent to which models results in achievement of beneficiary and family-caregiver satisfaction. 



	Other Legislation

	H.R. 667
Heroes At Home Act of 2009
	Rep. John Salazar (D-CO)

43 Cosponsors
	Referred to House Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on Health and House Armed Services Subcommittee on Military Personnel on January 23, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Requires the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a program on training and certification of family caregivers of veterans and members with traumatic brain injury (TBI)

	

	S.252

Veterans Health Care Authorization Act of 2009
	Sen. Daniel Akaka (D-HI)

11 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on January 15, 2009.  Reported favorably by Committee on July 24, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Authorizes a pilot program for family caregiver personal

care attendants for veterans and members of the Armed Forces with traumatic brain injury.

	

	S. 652/H.R. 1614

Community Coalitions for Access and Quality Improvement Act of 2009


	Sen. Parry Murray (D-WA)

Rep. Gene Green (D-TX)

7 Cosponsors
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on March 19, 2009.
Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on March 19, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants to assist in developing integrated health care delivery systems to serve defined communities of individuals to: (1) improve efficiency and coordination among providers; (2) assist local communities in developing programs targeted toward preventing and managing chronic diseases; and (3) expand and enhance services provided.  Authorizes the Secretary, in awarding grants, to accord priority to: (1) applicants that demonstrate the greatest unmet need for a more coordinated system of care; and (2) applicants that best promote the objectives of this Act.  Authorizes a grantee to use amounts provided only for: (1) direct expenses associated with achieving greater integration of a health care delivery system to directly provide or ensure the provision of a broad range of culturally competent services; and (2) direct patient care and service expansions to fill identified or documented gaps within an integrated delivery system.

	

	S. 441
Quality Reform Expansion and Savings Act of 2009
	Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI)
5 Cosponsors
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on February 13, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award quality reform grants to eligible entities to enhance, encourage, and expedite implementation of quality reform plans in order to: (1) encourage the coordinated development of local health care quality reforms; (2) fund the development of practices beneficial to the health care system; (3) expand information technology, electronic health records, and interoperable data systems in the health care system; (4) develop reimbursement practices that align financial incentives with health and prevention reforms to identify and encourage best practices; (5) lower the costs of health care delivery; (6) encourage reform initiatives in different U.S. regions; and (7) reward cooperation among local entities engaged in reforming the health care system.

	

	S. 1492/H.R. 3286
Alzheimer's Breakthrough Act of 2009
	Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD)
35 Cosponsors

Rep. Edward Markey (D-MA)

67 Cosponsors
	Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends the Public Health Service Act to fund breakthroughs in Alzheimer's disease research while providing more help to caregivers and increasing public education about prevention.

	

	H.R. 3155

Caregiver Assistance and Resource Enhancement Act
	Rep. Michael Michaud (D-ME)

9 Cosponsors
	Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.  The House agreed to the bill by voice vote.  Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on July 28, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA), with respect to individuals providing noninstitutional extended care to disabled veterans, to make support services available to such caregivers, both family and non-family, including: (1) educational sessions teaching caring techniques, strategies, and skills; (2) respite care; (3) nursing care; (4) counseling and mental health services; (5) medical care; and (6) lodging and subsistence.

	

	S. 557/H.R. 632

National Silver Alert Act
	Former Sen. Mel Martinez (R-FL)

5 Cosponsors 

Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)

22 Cosponsors
	Referred to the Committee on Judiciary on March 10, 2009.
House passed the bill by voice vote on February 10, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Directs the Attorney General to establish a national Silver Alert communications network within the Department of Justice (DOJ) to assist regional and local search efforts for missing seniors in coordination with states, local governments, and law enforcement agencies.

	

	S. 801*/H.R. 2342
Family Caregiver Program Act of 2009

*Caregiver provisions from S. 801 were merged into the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009 (S. 1963).
	Sen. Daniel Akaka (D-HI)
24 Cosponsors

Rep. Michael Michaud (D-ME)

1 Cosponsor 
	Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably by the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on September 25, 2009.  S. 1963 was passed by the Senate on November 19, 2009, by a vote of 98-0.
Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs Health Subcommittee on May 15, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Directs the Secretary, as part of authorized VA home health services for veterans, to furnish family caregiver assistance to family members of veterans in need of personal care services due to a serious injury incurred or aggravated during active duty. 

	

	S. 2809 

Alzheimer's Treatment and Caregiver Support Act


	Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)


	Referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on November 22, 2009.

	How this helps family caregivers:  Amends the Public Health Service Act to authorize grants for treatment and support services for Alzheimer's patients and their families.
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